This is a state-only contest.  There is no corresponding national contest.  Winning this contest does not qualify the participant to attend the National Leadership and Skills Contest.
TEAM PROBLEM SOLVING

Middle School/High School

PURPOSE

To evaluate a team of students’ ability to work together, using creative and critical thinking and the decision making process, to solve a problem.  The contest is intended to foster creativity, innovation, team work, and problem solving skills.

GENERAL REGULATIONS

People entering this contest must follow all rules listed below as well as the “General Regulations” of the Wisconsin Skills Championships.  The “General Regulations” can be found in a separate file under that name.  You will be held accountable for knowing and following all rules and guidelines of the Wisconsin Skills Championships.

CLOTHING REQUIREMENT

SkillsUSA blazer, sweater, or windbreaker and accompanying official dress or professional business attire.  For information about “accompanying official dress” or purchasing official clothes, refer to the separate file called “Clothing Requirements.”  Penalty:  Two points will be deducted for each team member not wearing official SkillsUSA dress or professional business attire.

ELIGIBILITY

This contest is open to active SkillsUSA members.  A team consists of 3 students from the same local chapter.  There is no national contest in this event.

OBSERVER RULES

1.
Delegates and guests of the conference are encouraged to observe this contest.

2. 
Observers shall not talk or gesture to the contestants during the contest.

3. 
Judges will not allow observers to be present during the interview phase of the competition.

CONTEST PROCEDURES

1.
Contestants will be identified by number only. The number will be assigned during the pre-contest briefing.

2.
A written test will be given to each team to determine their understanding of the problem solving process and the universal systems model.

3. 
Each team’s “solution” will be constructed on site.

4.
Contest judges will interview each member as a part of the contest.

5. 
The technical committee will provide each team with the problem and the contest supplies at the time of the pre-contest briefing.

SCOPE OF THE CONTEST

Virtually all occupations require some level of problem solving skills.  Often, the better the pay and benefits of a job, the more problem solving skills are required.  In addition, just owning items such as cars, homes, electronics, etc. often require people to solve a variety of problems.  In most cases, several people working together can find a better solution to a problem than can one person working alone.

The Team Problem Solving Contest will allow SkillsUSA members to demonstrate their ability to work together to solve a problem.

1.
The problems which teams will be given to solve will be selected from an area such as, but not limited to, the following:

a.
Transportation

b.
Communications

c.
Construction

d.
Manufacturing

e.
Biotechnology

f.
Engineering

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS

1.
Supplied by the technical committee:

a.
All tools, materials, and supplies necessary to solve the contest problem except those items listed under number two below


b.
All necessary information and furnishings for judges and technical committee

2.
Supplied by the students:

a.
Drawing equipment (team’s choice - for example straightedge, t-square, triangle, scale, pens/pencils)

b.
Safety glasses

c.
Calculator

d.
Scissors

e.
Exacto-knife or equivalent

f.
Note pad

g.
Pencils for written test
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Team Problem Solving Rating Sheet

SAMPLE
Team Number:






	EVALUATED ITEMS
	Points

Possible
	Points earned
	REMARKS

	WRITTEN TEST
General understanding of the problem-solving process and the universal systems model
	20
	
	

	TEAM WORK & PROBLEM SOLVING PROCESS
•
Did team work together?

•
Did everyone contribute?

•
Did team identify different elements of problem before seeking a solution?

•
Did team explore more than one solution?

•
Did team discuss +/- of various solutions?
	40


	
	

	SOLUTION
•
Creativity/Originality 
	10
	
	

	•
Workmanship - thoughtfulness of design, care and quality of construction
	10
	
	

	•
Application - practicality, function (does it do what it’s supposed to do?)
	10
	
	

	INTERVIEW
	10
	
	

	SUBTOTAL
	100
	
	

	Clothing Penalty (minus 2 pts per student not in appropriate dress)
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


Final Rank:
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TECHNICAL STANDARDS

